
IN COMEDY
To Be Sure llGam-- r

mer Gurton's Nee
' die" Was Written
Before Shake- -

speare Was Born,
but It Is Quite at
Home on Broad- -

way
Br FRANK WARD O'MALLEY.

AMOND JIM BBADY, James
Brander Matthews, Mlko Scl-wy- n,

William Trnvcrs Jerome,
WlBthrop Amen, Mnnny Chapelle
theae nnd others among Broad wny'a
iflrat night devotees of the history,
.philosophy nnd ethics or the ilrnmu
had better make a New Year's resolu-

tion to brush up In their studies, par-

ticularly In tho mutter of tho history
the early Kngllsh stage.

The absence of Jim Brady, Jim Ma't-thaw- 's,

Mike Selwyn, Ii!lt Jerome nnd
Wfany and Manny from thn slightly
fealdheaded row of tho Princess Then-
ar recently when tho Stuart Walker
Portmanteau Theatre players first pro-fnte- d

"Gammer Ourton's Needle." at
tha Princess was more than noticeable.
It was deplorable, nnd It was nil due
to a lack of knowledge on their part of

Uha elements of tho history of the
;drama In England.

They stayed nwny from the llrst
night of "Gammer Gorton's Needle"
Imply because they had fallen, lunik,

Una and sinker, for mi advance story
tout the piece which had been shot

tha length of Broadway by some one
who undoubtedly was u Jealous rival

, of Max Klser and ltusscil Jnnney, who
ara presenting the play ut tlic Princess
these days und nights.

, According to tho Broadway know It
all who started the yarn which scared
both the Jims and Mlko and Wlnny
and Manny and the rest away from
the first night performance the plot of
"Gammer Gurton's Needle" had to do
with the sorrows which come to Oam-m- r

Gurton when, early In tho play,
ha lost her hypodermic needle. ' The

old girl was a dope, so the 111 Informed
of Broadway heard nnd believed, nnd
tha loss of her only hypo needle meant

, that ahe had to struggle through thoragt of the play with no way of shoot-ta- ff

the coke Into her arm Just above
her cuff clock.

Too smeary with pathos for mine."
-- Prof. Jim Matthews Is reported to
.have said In effect to the rest of the
boya around tho Amen Corner of the
JJYiara Club Just lfore dinner on thenight of the opening-- . "Me for a Rood

, picture show or something
"You .said .1 pageful there-- turn over,

Jim," cried Mlko Selwyn, who like Jim
Matthews lives and breathes the
drama. "Tho way I feel this evening.
Prof, means I must meet a couple of
laughs to cheer me. How about a lit

....tie stewed tripe and n hunk of pie
right hero In tho grill and then setting
all In a couple of seagoing harks for

tha Klalto Theatre? Kvcn If tho bill
Ja rotten Sam Hoilnpfcl Is always u

cream to me."
, "Atta boy, Mike! You've sure said

omethlng," yawned Prof. Matthews
with an attempt at enthusiasm. "Hut
I feel so all In myself that Sam's gotta
go better than per usual to pull a
laugh out of yours as ever. Jim Ma-

tthews. What ho, waiter! Bring me
and Mike and tho other gents here
.eene groups of stewed tripe and
Mothered onions. Come, my good
man, hasten."

- And thus It was that Mike and Jim
and Manny Chapello and Wlnny Ames
and the rest missed "Gammer Burton's
Needle" all because they fell for the
vicious story that the pleco was an-
other of those gloomy dope tlend pliys.

Old Gammer Gurton probably nevrr
- did ply the coko needle. There's no

mora authority for saying she didn't
than' for saying she did; nevertheless
OBa may feel morally certain that she
navar oven so much as heard of that

, kind of needle. All ouo has to know
f and tha freshest freshman who attends

.Prof. Jim Matthcws'a lectures at

IROQUOIS
NE of the features of the New

I 1 York State Museum, which

rr was formally opened In tho
Capitol at Albany last Friday, Is a

erlaa of Indian groups illustrating the
.Iff of the Indians who(once camped In

tha northern part of New York.
The museum, as It now stands, is in

Its scope tho result of nn entcrprlre
forwarded by John II. Finley, prebl-dt- nt

of the University of the State of
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Columbia should know It Is that
"Gammer Gurton's Needle" was about
the tlrst Kngllsh folk comedy produced
by the Jake Shubort of his day, said
comedy having leen written nt least
four years bcfnro was
born, or some time nround 1560. So
how could she Know anything about i

hypo needles?
She was a modern, so.

In manv wavs. In fact It was the stir- -
'nrlsln modcrnltv of some of tho lines

and situations of a comedy written be
foro Shakespcaro was born that
prompted me while watching the play
In the Princess a few ufternoons ago
to turn out this more or less technical
paper on that phase of the piece. But
coke needles one laughs!

Gammer Gurton does lose a needle
every afternoon and evening these
days on the stage of tho Princess, but
not one of tho hypo kind. Tho pro-
gramme doesn't go Into a detailed de-

scription of tho .needle she loses and
neither do the lines of the play de-

scribe It In so many words.
One learns early, however, that It

was the only needle In tho house.
"Kvcn so." one nsks ontsrdf, "why nil
the fuss over tho loss o? a needle?"
For If ever nn aged dame put up a
holler over tho loss of something
was Gammer when she learned of her
loss. From tho way she cussed and bit
and scrutched nnd raited a hullabaloo
generally one might havo thought that
she waa long oti war bride atccks nnd
that Secrctnry Lansing had Just made
another unauthorized speech to the
newspaper boys.

And then In n flash all was clear-af- ter

a lot of unnecessary surmising
on the pah of the audlenco which the
playwright might have made plain
from the very first In a single line.
What grandma had lost waa the
needle to her dance music vlctrola,
.The Idea was laughable, but at the

same time charmingly modern. And
there was In tho situation, too, Just
that note of tender pathos which n"
good comedy shoutdhave. Only fancy
how our most utterly ultra grandmas of
to-d- would kick and bite and holler
If they, like Gammer Gurton, lost the
rly needle In the house; and likely

ih not a bunch of the modern grandpa
nnd grandma's tronles of tha slightly
older dancing set dropping In at any

New York. The general plan of the
museum halls has been carried out
during the past year by the execution
of tho contract for remodelling the
west mezzanine nnd the construction
of the alcoves for the Iroquois groups.
Hero is where the disastrous Capitol
tire of 1911 did its greatest damage to
the museum. The Iroquois exhibit Is
a memorial to a former Governor of
the Sfnte, Myron H. Clark.
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nna me neeaie wnne
rattles up a few in

tho cocktail shaker to cheer up the
tKjys and filrH during tho

party.
Gammer Gurton could not slang i

things nnd act up with the
of the modern

members of what to
Wmmer' older dancing . Max B'ser
nnd Buss Jnnney found It necessary.
In fact, to tone down only a few of the
curs words In the original the an-
cient comedy. Hut suppose the actual

that ii of
y lets loose when she loses the

tn!y needle In the were to
be taken down and
then supposo a the I

Thomas boys. Gus and Al. say. or
Gene Walter or Gus were
to try to the on
the stage only toned downs
Oh, loy!

tho of "Gam-
mer Gurton's Needle" Is
correct (nnd it must h, because Oiq
Max Klser and Young Itusscll Janney
only recently were edu-
cated at dear old Cornell and there-
fore couldn't be
about then was

more prudish In the matter
of drees thnn her sisters of the same
age are All the other girls In
the century show wear, as
do so many of tho of to-

day, skirts Just long enough to keep
their knees warm, but Gammer Is
dressed right down the soles.

there's a reason for this
which Gammer wishes to conceal from
the Princess Theatre Maybe
she has two reasons.

Be that ns It may, the ancient
comedy hasn't many min-
utes before one Is to learn
how much tho stage comedy of the

century Is like the
comedy of y or how much

the present day comedy re-
sembles the old stuff, put It any way
you choose.

The curtain rises, for to
disclose a acene that the
Main street of an Kngllsh town of the
long ago, yet It might be

To take but one Item that
makes for the to the

At tha entrance to the Iroauola
groups "The Sun are

A warrior stands on tiptoe
at the edge of the water, his face up-

lifted to the sun, his arms
his wholo frame tense as if trying to
lift Itself In earnest Be-

fore him Is a fire of wood chips from
which rises a slnglo coll of smoke. Be-hi-

him stand his squaw and his
bon, bow In hand. The work of
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of there Isn't a

single mall box the whole length of
the street. Also the first girl who
cornea Into view Is a blonde. And she
speaks tho Broadway tongue:
"If Gammeh heah not iyme comfoht,

she Muycth she Is but dead
Shall neveh como within huh lips one

Inch of meat noh bread! "
Furthermore, to pursue the points

of between the old days
and these most of the long speeches In
"Gammer Gurton's Needlo" aro deliv-
ered by tha female Woman
peaks the first word In tho play, and

would have the last word also if it
were not that the chases all

the large scenery
of this group each Is
fifty-fiv- e feet long nnd sixteen feet high

the figures and of setting
the accessories wna done by David C.
I.lthgow, Tho planning of the groups
has been tho work of tho State

Mr. Iarkcr. whoso Intimate
knowledge of the New York Indians
Is an assurance of the ac-
curacy of thn representations. Tho hu-
man figures, which are with few ex- -

SAME IN THE OLDEN DAYS

MMMMMMMMWimS- -

I the gli Is off the stage Just before the i

final curtain, tho street to mere
man. onco the girls have
left the man begins to talk roughly

, about their past performances, which
Is to thn life.

And at tlu very last moment one
actcr is left on the street, nnd he stands
aiound talking about himself. After
that touch anybody who knows his

expects any mlnuto to see a
ctreet crosstown carl

glide out of tho wings and cross Main '

street, Kngland.
Tho further fact that a large part ,

of the Main street of Mcrrle Old Kng-- 1

land depicted In "Gammer Gurton's

I ccptlons life casts, were made partly
, by Meyer nnd partly by Henri
, Marchand. The latter artist Is also

for the modelled figures
with portrait busts In the Mohawk
group.

Ar.othnr scene Is tho camp of tho
Seneca hunters. This Is the llrst
group In thn hubltat s and repre-cen- ts

a Seneca f.unlty encamped on a
hillside I.uKn
In which Ih Bare Hill In tho
distance. In tho centre squaws nro

a. a " w w. W I . W 11 a t a n mr w i w a " i
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Clearing Up a Misunderstanding and
Likenesses Between

Plfiv and and

HQFMi

M. "'J,
Needle" Is occupied by a gin mill also
helps along the feel of
Then, too, one is soon made to realize
that much of the plot and stage- - busi-
ness Is concerned with a chicken. Why
does a chicken cross the street? they
asked then as now. In "Gammer
Ourton's Needle" the chicken Is sup-
posed to have crossed tho street to
enter the gilded gin mill. Itecently on
tho stage of tho New
Theatre the question, "Why does a
chicken cross the street?" was asked,
and the answer was, "To get Into Flo
Zlegfeld'a office." In other words,
what Is was.

"I ant not glad io see her In this
dump," says the Hodae. of "Gammer
Gurton' Needle," looking regretfully
tho while toward the Inviting door of
Dame Chat'g placo business Into
which the chicken Is supposed to have
disappeared. Now there's a line that
might have been clipped bodily from
any copy of tho ht ten cent
edition of the Stornlno

Finally in tho matter of rhymes
"Gammer Ourton's Needlo" might
have" been written by none other than
Irving Hcrlln himself. To be fair to
I'oet Berlin It should bo said that
when ho wrote "Watch Your Step," to
take but one of the Broadway poet's
masterpiece as nn example, ho did go
to the trouble of getting n good rhyme

i

"GRtGORY KELLY it OR. RAT, J
THL CURATE, and FLORENCE.
WOLLERSEN.rff DAME CHAT, m.

5 NEEDLE etc STUART wALKElcJ
PORTMANTEAU

for tthe word "Alda." He rhymed
"Alda' with "sweeter," "honey" with
Fanny" nnd with "Mike

Donlln," thus tvrescrvlng as much

Pnm
PBpPPPPPPPPPPPPPk jlPPaw

pr KlnlpppppVllpppiM7tVxftMMl HVMA Si. MA Wl'f'i "VpPpV BVlfkx Mi ii'THAX'A.MMk MuLImpromptu

versatility.
corresponds

of

playwright

reproduce

Supposing costuming
historically

completely

misinformed
anything),

to

Manhattan'a
Broadway.

resemblance

displayed.

supplication.

THE

ui 1' JIM lists lvi BaiH

PPPPPPBMbw

Manhattan

resemblance

characters.

playwright

providing background
background

of placing

archaeol-
ogist.

ethnological

of

the

INDIAN LIFE PORTRAYED IN NEW STATE MUSEUM

leaving
Whercuuon

Broadway

Broadway
Forty-secon- d

Caspar

responsible

overlooking Cauandalgiia
reflected

BRiflimrAiLewWSHIr'KfcKa;

Most Remarkable
Plflvprs Plavwrierhts

modernity.

Amsterdam

Telcpraph.

GAMME(? GUt?TONS

THEKTRE.

"roundelay"

VlPpm

ftA6AAAftiSSoarov6v

musical comedy rhymstcrs of Main
street, Manhattan. In the man-
ner of his followers of y he
rhymed with "weal," "broke"

"fortnight," with
"security" with "plaudlty,"

"dlforder" "plato"

tolling arduously, on left is a shack j

and skins drying In tho
tho background tho bank tho
lake an Indian stands an ar-
row.

Tho return tho warriors Is de-

picted In another group. In tho back-
ground In Mohawk Valley at Spra-ker- s.

Tho Indians here in the war
costumes of Molriwk Nation.

By tho united action .f tho
League In assembled

at tho State Capitol, Juno L'9, the

J O
with "neat," although It's Just possible
that back In 1560 the merry villagers
did pronounco neat as If It wero nate.

Which further suggests modern
Broadway. Most of the waiters In Tom
Healy's and Shnnlcy's pronounce It
"nate." Also but tho similarities be-

tween the sthgo of tho old days and
to-d- crop up so often In "Gammer
Gurton's Needle" that cost of white
paper makes It Impossible list them
nil here. Wherefore the only way to
get them alt Is, ns Max Elscr Hubs
Janncy will agree, to go to tho Princess
Thcotro (matlneo nnd night perform-
ances every day this week, telephone
llryant something or other, so Max
and Runs, who havo been hanging
nround my typewriter while this effort
Is In mnklng, have Just whispered)
nnd see "Gammer Needle"
lor yourself.

You'll find It some place on a bill

Stories of
HE most honored man In oner of the old fashioned combina-

tion theatres, as they used to
bo called In this city, sat In an extra

chair which was kept for
him nlonc. In the Grand Opera House,
when It played nil the successes vhlch
had been seen nt other nnd rnoro ex-

pensive rnjiny of nudlcnce
attended each Saturday matinee Just
ns icgulnrly as the subscribers to the
scats at the Metropolitan Opera House
nro to bo seen In their places. In
thoso days It was customary reserve
tho same seats for these matinee goers
every Saturday. .

' Of iillithesc matinee goers the proud-

est was the fat man who had the com-

fortable of occupying n place

twice as large as that nny one else
n tho audience. This seat was made

by removing two orchestm atnllx on
nlslo for this performance

putting In their place the large arm-

chair. This manner of en-

joying matlneo continued so long
as the, regular patron lived.

Just now thero Is n well known first
nlghter who enjoys n like privilege ut
homo of city theatres. Ho Is never
compelled to struggle with tho crowd
for hls'coat when tho performance Is
over. JiiHt ns tho curtain Is falling
experience has enabled them to gauge
the matter very accurately two ush- -

ers rush down tho nlslo his
overcoat nnd walking stick. As the
rest the au.Ucnco ro starting out I

In search of their wraps the two ush- - !

ers calmly help the fortunate spectator
on with Ills However enviously '

others may glance at him this Kimo
courtesy Is extended to no other llrst
lighter.

A tifit..l.mit.. ivnM:ni nn witiirnr In ill" ' " "
first flush f youth sat In .on uptown

I tho other day. With her at i

lunch was her hlihband, by name Count
Mltiuttn. The woman was none other
than Agnes Sornia, the f unuus actrcrs
who soino years ago in.ido u greater
succos nt tho Irving Place Theatre
than other (Irim.tn actress who
hud ever played there.

She was then nt zenith of her
popularity nd fnmn In Berlin, and.... . 1 T ... - '
iikto Min jiiti)rti itir it iwuk nun' iii-- r

her return. Her last notnble siicccm
was In Max Iteir.hanlfs revival of
"Chests" at tho Kommorsptele In Ber-
lin. Soon she retired from

stage and spent her time at her
home In Berlin nnd In travel.

Her son Is married to tho daughter
of a I'hlcago family. The Cnuntcm

But the nctress has left the stage for
ever und will not be to return.

Kvery strike, In whatever way It
may be settled, Is sure to leave Its
mark on the comfort of tho public.
The present winter has produced two

rhyme as poet and Broadway con- - Mlnottn preserves much of hop former
sldered necessary for practical pur- -' iipparaiirn and manner. She nctfd
poses. 'hern on her llrst vMt with Director

But the ancient nnd 'unknown nu- - Christians of the Irving Pine
thor of "Gammer (Jurton's Needlo" nnd be was anxious to have her up-w-

thn father nnd mother of all the I,rt,r there for a few performances.
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Theatre,

shooting

I'nlvcrslty of the Stnto of New York
became the ofllelal custodian of tho
historic wampums of tho Five and Six
Nutlttts. Since the receipt of these
record they have been kept in n safe-
ty deMistt vault until proper provision
could bf made for their exhibition: They
are now displayed in n strong caso in
the went mezzanine with labels explan-
atory of their slgnltlcance. Thero are
nineteen of thoso belts, union,; them
some of the largest size and mors, elnb-orat- e

workmanship nnd of fundameii- -

? f
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Discovering Some
Sixteenth Century
Those of To-da- v

" J
that also Includes "The Birthday of
tho Infanta" and "King Arglmcnes mtho Unknown Warrior." The author,
ship of "Gammer Ourton's Needle
may be In dispute, but the name of tht
author of "King Arglmenes,"
Ac, never will bo forgotten. Mnx and
Russ merely say now on their lYInccM
Theatre programmes that Lord Dun.
sany Is tho nuthor of the "Kim
Arglmenes," Ac, Ac, Ac, Ac, piece, but
as "soon as they are able to get
theatre with a wider frontage they're
going to spell his lordship's nam ti
along the block In electric lights, thui;'
- flowi iving Arglmenes and
tho Unknown Warrior,' by John Kdjir
Morcton William Drax I'lunkett, Kith,
'centh Baron Dunsany." Tho clectrlo
l.'ght bills will raise tho deuce with th
p'.'oflts, but what caro Max Klser anil
T7.MM .Tnnnav? Vmi mn(

the Town
which have had their effect on ever,
New Yorker.

"What (he milk strike did for evtrr
man," said a dweller In an uptown
hotel, "you can appreciate tho firtt
thing In the morning. Is there a slutfi
hotel In this city which 1ms not re-

duced the supply of milk and cream
which It used to serve with breakf.t?
I don't care what tho rnxt of the foyj
may be or where1 one may get It.
' "Thero has been us much of a dif.
ference everywhere ns there was In

the quick lunch rooms which cut ibt
size of their glasses In two the day
nfter tho price of milk wa ral.ed. Of
cource, the amount which u.ed tn )

served will never be restored what,
ever may happen.

"Then travel on the, Broadway car
since the strike. liSt nlglit It took
thirty-liv- e minutes tn go from Fifty,
sixth street to Korty-recon- This In.
credible length of tlmo was due to tht
Ignorance of tho new men who tried
to shunt the cars at Fiftieth street.
None of them could do It properly and
most of the delay camo there.

"Kvery New Yorker has corns it
learn that each strike lias Its perma.
ncnt consequences."

A concern of this city which distrib-
utes Its shops nnd Its sweets over all
of Manhattan Island nnd a considerable
part of the outlying districts has In

lecent months given Its patrons som-
ething to think about. In some of Its
numerous branches there were the
usual young women to wait on the
crowuing and thirsty customers. At

! w, as It seemed clear
;

that the
'"d U.p.antcd th oucg

' "
"' ., . ; . , "

seemed beyond solution, one ,rne
soul was not too shy to ask whether
or not tho women had hen or nere
.ill tlm tiiliit ,.t ..... i l . ....

. , - - .
young men.,, ...... ,,, ... ,. ,
...... '. . ... . ,,;',,; '

had girls behind the counters and the
others had men was explained. .Some
of the Miops close at 6 o'clock. Other.,
nro kept open until tnirinlcht. it I.
in the latter that men are employed in
order that they tuny bo able to dfal
with the crowds that come in the tu-
ning.

Tiny reindeer trotting forever the
snow, fat Santa. Clauses climbing nvfr
the roof, lights glowing invitingly
from farmhouse windows all thfse
and similar means of decorating the
private Christmas cards, which were
moro numerous this year than evtr
before, were eclipsed by tho stle
which threatens to dominate this fiflJ
altogether next season.

Nothing Is fn much In the mid'
as thn coat of arms printed ab"e tl
announcement of the Christmas slidi-ng. Of course It Is preferable lo o

one's own crest, but tills m.it'er mv
bo readily adjusted, ns ther" Is not a

name for which the stationer is nor!
nblc to find a corresponding example
of heraldry. It Is only important to

remember until nc.t season the Im-

portant fact that the crest Is the m"d
for a Christmas card.

tat significance to tho Iroquois Cor.- -

fedenicy.
, An extensive array of ciiltiir.il rHI- -

of the Ne.w York Indian Is now nearly
complete, the hull containing scentv-- ;

seven cases. Some Important acqut
sltlnn havo been niado during the
year.

Thn Charles II. PotK tes'iutnuil
exbllilt of edlblo ar.d po.Mn u f inj
is also part of the muse nu iliil.i'
Prof. Charles II. Peck was the Art!

i State Botanist of New York

RECENTLY OPENED

.I1lM.- - MIL HKC I J.' Jt. 1

a - "grr"-- ' ii

,
Return of the mohawk waqpiops, scene near sppakeps. n.v.


